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ing forces from their allegiance, but that it was a comment on armed
military force being used by the State for the suppression of industrial
disputes." The Workers9 Weekly would have none of this rambling
explanation and asserted that the defendant had persisted in his defence
of "justification," and that the charge had been withdrawn solely
on the responsibility of the Government acting under pressure of
Labour members of Parliament.
Russian Treaty and Campbell Prosecution together provided rich
material for the attack on the Government, and platforms rang with
denunciations of both during September. Lloyd George vied with
the Conservative leaders in denouncing the Treaty, and Asquith too
was critical in his more circumspect way. When Parliament re-
assembled on the last day of September the Attorney-General was at
once questioned on the Campbell case, and in answer gave a variety
of reasons for dropping the prosecution which were difficult to square
with the explanation given by the prosecuting Counsel in court.
Thereupon the Unionist party immediately put down a vote of
censure on the Government, to which the Liberals moved an amend-
ment proposing the appointment of a Select Committee to investigate
and report. Asquith, who saw farther ahead than some of his
colleagues, had hoped in this way to offer a way of escape for the
Government, but MacDonald declared it to be a trap and rejected it
out of hand. An angry debate followed in which Baldwin delivered
the coup de grace by directing his party to vote for the Liberal amend-
ment, with the result that the Government was defeated by 364 to 198.
MacDonald immediately applied to the King for a dissolution, which
was granted. By this time all talk of other parties carrying on in the
existing Parliament had passed. The Parliament was demoralized;
the public was in a ferment, large issues had been raised on which an
appeal to the country seemed necessary. Electioneering was pro-
longed, for the Parliament had to be kept in being until the House of
Lords had passed the Ulster Boundary Bill and the polling could not
take place until October 29. Undeterred by their previous experience,
the Labour party swung to the left and launched a large policy of
nationalization as a step on the road to " a really Socialist Common-
wealth." Baldwin, meanwhile, having so recently burnt his fingers
on Protection, endeavoured to reassure the Free-trade voters by
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